


I.  General Provisions 

 Scope and Purpose 

 These rules govern the proceedings of the French National Assembly. They aim to replicate, as clo-
sely as feasible for a simulation, the actual functioning of the Assemblée nationale of the Fifth Republic of 
France. 

 Official Language 

 The official language of the Assembly is English. 

 Delegations 

 Each delegate represents a Deputy (Député) from a political party. Party affiliations, the Government 
(Cabinet), and the Opposition are predefined. 

II.  Rules of Governing  

 Article 1. Roll Call (participation à l'appel nominal) 

 The President of the Assembly must conduct a Roll Call before every session. Deputies shall orally 
respond “Present” when their name is called; otherwise, they will be considered not present and, therefore, 
unable to join any parliamentary proceedings and debate. 

 Quorum: The Minimum number of Deputies required to commence a session is 1/3 of the seats filled 
in the Assembly 

 A quorum of 50%+1 of the total deputies is required for final votes on bills and censure motions. 

 Deputies who missed the Roll Call shall send a message to the President stating their presence. 



 Article 2. Agenda 

 The Agenda Topic of the Assembly can be assigned by the President or the Conference of Presi-
dents.  

 Deputies can give motions to set the agenda to another topic if the President decides so and opens the 
floor. 

 A motion to set the agenda shall immediately be put to a vote and requires a simple majority to pass. 
The debate on the proposed agendas is out of order. 

 

 Article 3. Plenary Sessions  

 After the agenda is set, the President of the Assembly can allocate a total time for a Plenary Session. 
A maximum of 30 minutes is allowed for Plenary Sessions. 

 Deputies can speak for a specified amount of time decided by the President. 

 %60 of the total time shall be allocated for the speeches from the opposition side. 

 The President can establish a speakers' list starting with a Deputy from the Government side and al-
ternating between other political groups or parties. 



 Article 4. Questions for the Government Ministers  

 When the floor is open, a motion to have a Question-and-Answer Session (Q&A) can be raised. This 

motion requires a simple majority vote to pass. 

 Deputies from the Opposition side submit their questions for the Government Ministers and the Prime 

Minister to the President of the Assembly orally or in writing.  

 Government Ministers can use the time specified by the President to answer questions.  

 The President of the Assembly can allocate a time or a maximum number of questions for the Q&A 

Session. A motion to terminate the session is in order whenever the floor is open. 

 

 Article 5. Committee’s Workings 

 The National Assembly has eight standing committees: 

  Constitutional Laws, Legislation, and General Administration 

  Finance 

  Social Affairs 

  Cultural and Education Affairs 

  Economic Affairs 

  Sustainable Development 

  Foreign Affairs 

  National Defence  

 



 Each Deputy is appointed to only one of eight standing committees.  

  

 The National Assembly can establish new committees to address specific issues. Any Deputy can 

draft a committee, and with the signature of 1/10 total deputies, submit their draft to the President of the 

Assembly. The President, if deemed valid, can put the submitted draft for the establishment of a new 

committee to a vote, which requires a simple majority to pass. 

  

 A motion to move on with committee workings is in order whenever the floor is open, requires a 

simple majority to pass. A total time of a maximum of 20 minutes for the committee's workings shall be 

specified by the Deputy raising the motion 

 

 In the committee's workings, Deputies can stand up and roam the room. The usage of electronic devi-

ces is only allowed for the drafting of a bill.  

 

 Article 6. Legislation  

  

 The National Assembly, along with the Senate (the upper house), debates, amends, and passes laws. 

 

 A legislative proposal (a bill) can be introduced by Government Ministers and Deputies. The govern-

ment’s legislative proposals are called “projets de loi”. Any legislative proposal made by Deputies who 

are not from the Government side is called “proposition de loi”.  

 

 Bills are drafted during the committee working sessions. A Deputy is appointed as the Rapporteur 

responsible for the draft bill. The draft bill is debated and amended during the sessions by the commit-

tee.  



 The rapporteur writes a report explaining the bill and its impact. The committee holds hearings with 

experts or ministers. 

 

 Once the committee reviews and accepts the draft bill, it is submitted to the President of the As-

sembly. The President places the bill on the Parliamentary Agenda and allocates time for the debate and 

amendments on the bill. 

 

 Article 7. Introduction of a Bill 

 

 Once a bill is submitted to the President and placed on the agenda, a motion to introduce the bill can 

be given whenever the floor is open and requires a simple majority to pass. 

 

 Once a bill has been introduced, a general debate called the First Reading will take place with the 

speeches of the Rapporteur of the Bill, the Government side and other political groups. Upon the finali-

sation of the first speeches, a speakers’ list consisting of proponents and opponents will be established. 

The debate will continue with alternating speakers from both sides until the time specified by the Presi-

dent elapses.  

 

 A motion to move on to the amendment procedure for the bill is in order when the debate is comple-

ted. The bill is read article by article, and every article is amended and voted on separately. Must be 

submitted in writing before or during the debate on the relevant article. The President may group simi-

lar amendments. 

 

 Adoption of the amendments and articles requires a simple majority. The same procedure applies for 

the second and third readings. 

 

 After all articles are voted on, the final bill is submitted to a vote. 



 Article 8. Navette Parlementaire 

 

 After the Assembly completes the First Reading of the bill and makes amendments, the final version 

of the bill is sent to the Senate. The Senate reviews the bill and amends it if deemed necessary. 

 

  The amended bill is sent back to the Assembly for the Second Reading. The Assembly can amend the 

bill as well on the Second Reading.  

 

 This process can only be repeated three times, and in case of a disagreement between the Senate and 

the Assembly, the Assembly has the final and decisive say under Article 45 of the Constitution. 

 

 Article 9. Constitutional Review and Promulgation 

  

 Before promulgation, the President, Prime Minister, or 60 Deputies can request a review of the bill by 

the Constitutional Council. The entirety of the bill or parts of it are struck down if deemed unconstituti-

onal by the Council. 

 

 A request for a Constitutional Review must be submitted to the President in writing. 

 

 Once adopted, the President of the Republic signs (promulgates) the law within 15 days. The law is 

then published in the Official Journal (Journal Officiel) 



 Article 10. Commitment of Responsibility (engagement de responsabilité) 

  

 Under Article 49 of the French Constitution, the Government has the right to pass a bill without a vo-

te by linking their existence to it. Governments can only practise this legal manoeuvre once per legisla-

tive year. 

 

 In the case of Government practising the Commitment of Responsibility, the Opposition may submit 

a motion of no confidence (motion de censure) to the President of the Assembly in writing. The motion 

of no confidence must be submitted on the same day of Government’s practising the engagement de 

responsabilité.  

 

 Article 11. Motion of No Confidence (motion de censure)  

 

 The National Assembly, believing that the legitimacy of the current Government is undermined and 

is no longer functional or does not represent the people of France, can submit a motion of no confiden-

ce. 

 

 1/10 of the total number of Deputies must sign the motion of no confidence. The motion must be sub-

mitted to the President of the Assembly in writing including the reasoning. 

 

 A simple majority is required for the introduction and the debate on the motion of no confidence. A 

speakers’ list of in favour and against will be established and speeches from Deputies shall be heard in 

alternating order.  

 

 A motion to move on with the voting can be given any time the floor is open. The motion of no confi-

dence requires an absolute majority (⅔).  

 

 If the voting is successful, The Prime Minister and its cabinet must resign. Following the resignati-

ons, the President of the Republic can either assign a new Prime Minister or call for elections. 



 Article 12. Structuring a Bill 

 

 Deputies working on a bill must follow the formatting rules of following: 

 

 There should be a title page with the cantered title as “Proposition de loi” or “Projets de loi”. 

 

 Title should be followed with a subtitle including the subject. Names of the Deputies who have cont-

ributed to the writing of the bill must be listed in author(s) part following the subtitle. 

 

 The second part of the bill is called “Exposé des motifs (Explanatory Statement)”. Though not legally 

binding, Deputies can explain the reason, political context and purpose of the bill. References to exis-

ting laws, statistics, court rulings, or EU directives can be used to justify the bill. 

 

 Third part of a bill is called “Dispositif (Body of the Bill)”. Dispositif is the normative part of the bill 

and contains the actual legal provisions proposed by Deputies. Language should follow standard legis-

lative drafting style—formal, concise, and prescriptive. Each legal provision is numbered and called 

Article. 

 

 Use present tense, passive voice, and impersonal constructions. Avoid vague terms. Be as precise and 

measurable as possible. Ensure internal consistency with existing codes and laws. 



EXAMPLE TITLE 

 



Example explanatory memorandum  

 



Example Dispositif  

 



 


